Dyson wins the 2006 Queen’s Award for Enterprise

In the International Trade category

Dyson has been awarded The Queen’s Award for Enterprise 2006 in the International Trade category.  This award marks Dyson’s outstanding growth and success overseas.  The announcement will be made on Her Majesty, The Queen’s birthday, 21 April 2006.

James Dyson:

"Two years ago we were exporting one third of our vacuum cleaners.  Today it’s two thirds.  The success is due to hard and intelligent work by the people working here in Malmesbury and of course, a growing overseas team.   We have a relentless appetite for new and better technology. That's why we're taking on more and more engineers.  We’re obviously very happy to have won Queen’s Awards for innovation and now enterprise.” 

Dyson machines don’t lose suction and have patented multi-cyclone technology. Dyson engineers consider different living trends and environments when developing vacuum cleaners too.  For example, the DC12 was built specifically for Japan, where the average home is approximately two thirds the size of a UK home, and one third the size of a home in the US.  The Dyson Digital Motor (DDM) spins at 100,000 rpm and uses aerospace technology.  Unlike a conventional vacuum cleaner motor it does not have fixed magnets, carbon emitting brushes or commutator.  It’s powerful and yet much smaller than a conventional vacuum cleaner motor.  DDM allowed Dyson to create DC12, which although compact, has the same level of performance as a full-sized Dyson.

Dyson employs 1,600 people worldwide.  1,200 are based in Malmesbury Wiltshire.  One-third of Dyson people are engineers and scientists, constantly innovating and developing new technologies that work better.  Last year alone £50million was invested in research and development.  This year it’s set to increase to £60million.  

Within the last two years Dyson has become the best selling vacuum cleaner in the US, Western Europe, Australia and Tokyo, Japan.  In February Dyson launched in Canada.  Dyson vacuum cleaners are available in 42 countries worldwide.  Two-thirds of sales are from overseas.

Dyson is renowned for its innovation and now Dyson engineers have re-invented the motor – the DDM (Dyson Digital Motor) is tiny, but ultra fast - it spins at a rate of 100,000 rpm. And its power to weight ratio is five times greater than a Formula One racing car.

About Dyson:

· Dyson vacuum cleaners are available in 42 countries. 

· One-third of Dyson’s work force is employed within RDD – including Pete Gammack from James’s original team!

· Dyson engineers have built over 20,000 prototypes in the course of research and development 

· Dirt in a Dyson inner cyclone is subject to 150,000 G Forces – 43,000 times those experienced by a Formula One racing driver! 
· Dyson strives to develop new and better technology. In 2005 alone, Dyson invested £50 million in Research and Development 
· Since 1993, Dyson has made 20 million vacuums 
· Rigorous testing is fundamental to Dyson; 350 engineers (one quarter of Dyson’s work force) dedicate 30,000 hours to testing each month. They use 150 mechanical test rigs to replicate and exaggerate the use of vacuum cleaners in the home 
· An inventor’s patent only lasts twenty years. To stay ahead, Dyson files one patent every day 
For further information please contact Laura Brock at the Dyson press office:

020 7833 8244 / laura.brock@dyson.com 

