Dyson’s new limited edition machines
Dyson draws on heroes of invention

In honour of ingenuity, Dyson has created two limited edition Dyson Ball™ vacuum cleaners: DC24 Drawing and DC25 Drawing. The machines are designed to replicate the look of Dyson prototypes while the box includes a number of engineering challenges influenced by some of Dyson’s engineering heroes. 

The machines are annotated with engineering notes – providing an understanding of the methodical design process used by Dyson engineers. This iterative, step by step, approach to design was informed by the work of great inventors such as Richard Buckminster Fuller, Thomas Edison and Charles Goodyear. 

These inventors provide the inspiration behind a set of engineering challenges, designed by the James Dyson Foundation, aimed at encouraging people to experiment with design and engineering. Test your creativity by building a spaghetti bridge inspired by Brunel, or creating a geodesic dome from cocktail sticks. 

James Dyson says: “Once we develop an idea, it goes into prototyping. Testing technology is the only way to make sure it works better. The annotations on the machines track the progression of improvement.”
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The DC24 machine compresses by one-third of its height when not in use so it’s easy to store. Its motorised brush-bar captures even ground-in dirt and pet hair, so it has the all-round cleaning performance of a full-size Dyson machine. 

DC24 Drawing and DC25 Drawing are available at John Lewis, Comet and www.dyson.co.uk from early May 2010 with a manufacturer’s suggested retail price of £289.99 and £329.99 respectively. 

For further information please contact daniel.crowley@dyson.com; claire.thomas@dyson.com; at the Dyson Press Office:  

020 7833 8244

Find out more: Dyson.co.uk
ENDS

Notes to editors

Engineering at Dyson
· Design at Dyson is about challenging the norm, developing new technologies and making things work better.  

· Dyson has over 1,300 patents and patent applications for over 300 different inventions. 
Test and test again
Product development is an empirical process. Testing and re-testing, making one small change at a time, is at its root.  

5                    The number of vacuum cleaner assault courses at Dyson.  Our machines are pushed, pulled, dropped, frozen, baked and shaken.

1,000             The average number of dust mites living in a square metre of household carpet.

10,000           The number of routines performed on a prototype by Dyson’s mechanical test robot.

15,000           The kilometres covered by Dyson prototypes as part of endurance testing.  That’s 25 times the distance from London to Edinburgh.

28,000           The number of hours of punishment doled out to our machines every month.

30,000           The number of hours spent testing Dyson machines each month; both on mechanical rigs and by real people on our user courses.

24,000,000    The number of Dyson machines manufactured, worldwide, to date.

Heroes of invention

The launch of DC24 Drawing and DC25 Drawing is to call attention to the heroes of modern invention that inspire a specific way of working: Thomas Edison, Richard Buckminster Fuller and Charles Goodyear. They embraced failure as a lesson; part of the development process rather than an obstacle. These engineering giants exemplified true perseverance – creating technology that changed the way we live.

Edison found 10,000 different ways that didn’t work but refused to give in when most would have. Working through hundreds of materials and thousands of prototypes -using human hair, cedar, horn and even bamboo - Edison finally found the answer to the light bulb – carbonized cotton thread.

Methodically teaching himself structural engineering after failing college, Buckminster Fuller believed that getting rid of what didn’t work was the first step forward.  Studying networks such as beehives and fishing nets, Fuller created his geodesic dome, an inspiration for many structures around the world including Disney’s Epcot Center.

Between stints in a debtors’ jail, Goodyear spent nine years developing vulcanised rubber in a makeshift laboratory. After years of testing every conceivable concoction, he found his solution by chance after dropping a rubber sample on a hot stove. He was able to transform it into the hard, smooth springy substance now used in almost every walk of life.

( Dyson is doubling the number of engineers and scientists in the UK to 700. Graduate design engineers, mechanical engineers and acoustic engineers are among those joining the UK team, which is set to rise to 1,600. Dyson employs 2,500 people worldwide. 

( Dyson filed the second highest number of UK patent applications after Rolls Royce in 2009, making it one of Britain’s most inventive companies.

DC25 SPECIFICATIONS 

Ball™ technology

Lightweight

Motorised brushbar

Quick-draw Telescope Reach™ wand

Hygienic bin emptying

Washable HEPA Filters

Stair tool

Combination crevice tool

Universal fit hose/wand

5 year guarantee

Up top tool
Mattress tool

DC24 SPECIFICATIONS

Ball™ technology

Ultra lightweight & compact

Telescopic storage handle 

Motorised brushbar

Washable HEPA filtration

Hygienic bin emptying

Reversible wand

Combination stair tool

Universal fit hose/wand

5 year guarantee

Up top tool

Mattress tool
